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 Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – November 12, 2020 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Vice Chair Scott Self. The 
meeting was held at Whitcomb Hall and via Zoom software for electronic conferencing due to the 
COVID-19 health emergency in the State of New Hampshire. Emergency meeting pursuant to Executive 
Order 2020-04, Section 8 and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. Members present: Vice Chair Scott Self 
and Richard Sainsbury at Whitcomb Hall and Jane Johnson and Michael York via Zoom. Also present was 
Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler at Whitcomb Hall and Selectmen’s 
Representative Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard via Zoom. Self called the 
roll and read the agenda for the evening. A quorum was present.  
 
Absent:  Chair Glenn Page, Ruth Snyder and Alternate Steve Malone                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
Others Present:  
Dave Bergeron with Monadnock Land Planning, Heidi Hurt, Joseph Mabe, and Roy Soskin.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS: The public access to the meeting online via www.zoom.us,using the Zoom App on a cell 
phone or tablet or laptop, or using a landline by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering Meeting ID number 
828 8247 8265. If there is difficulty accessing the meeting, please call (603) 352-7411 ext. 108. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by York that there is no item on the agenda 
which can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Colby with no 
further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 
 
MINUTES: 

• The meeting Minutes of October 8, 2020 and October 22, 2020 were considered. Motion was 
made by Colby to approve the meeting Minutes of October 8, 2020 and the minutes of October 
22, 2020 with change as follows: page 5, list of conditions, #7 should read “inspection and 
maintenance manual”. There was a second to the motion by York and no further discussion. All 
were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
APPLICATIONS and PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Multi-Tenant Application (Public Hearing) 
Heidi Hurt owner of Curvy Chic Boutique, LLC requests to operate a retail business for clothing and 
beauty products at 140 Monadnock Highway on property shown at Tax Map 18, Lot 69 and located in 
the Business District. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:11 p.m. 
 

http://www.zoom.us,using/
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Discussion:  Heidi Hurt spoke about her request. She said this request is for a plus-size clothing retail 
business. She said she hopes to open in January 2021 and she will be moving the Purple Goat business 
to the Monadnock Highway location as well.  
 
Self asked for public comment. Bachler asked those on the Zoom call to raise hand if they have 
comments or questions. Bachler said there were no comments or concerns from Fire Department or 
Code Enforcement or Department Heads.  
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:15 p.m. 
 

Motion was made by York to approve Curvy Chic Boutique, LLC to operate a retail business for 
clothing and beauty products at 140 Monadnock Highway on property shown at Tax Map 18, Lot 
69 and located in the Business District There was a second to the motion by Johnson and she 
said she admires Heidi’s courage and hopes she has a successful business at that location. There 
was no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
Multi-Tenant Application (Public Hearing) 
Joseph Mabe requests to operate a health and fitness consulting business that will be called Hyperbaric 
Fitness at 766 West Swanzey Road on property shown at Tax Map 72, Lot 56-1 and located in the 
Business District. Bachler provided to the Board an email from abutting property owner Roy Soskin 
expressing concerns regarding the application. In the email he asked the Planning Board require that the 
oil tank remain in the building and that a fence be installed along the property line. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:16 p.m. 
 
Discussion:  Bachler said Mabe was on the call. And he noted a memo from the Fire Department, and an 
email from Mr. Soskin which have been provided to the Board prior to the meeting tonight.  
 
Mabe was present via Zoom. He spoke about the business he said that has been on-going for ten years. 
He said he built his chamber for his mother who has Parkinson’s and it helped her live longer. He said 
two hospitals send him clients. He said he needs more space then he has currently and has been 
working with the Fire Department to make the building suitable. He said he is planning on buying the 
building should the approval come through from the Board. Mabe said he has met with Eric Mattson 
from the Fire Department. Mabe said some of the requirements were changed, and he would complete 
the Fire Department requirements. He said compliance with the requirements will be done. He said he 
does not use oxygen. He said he will exceed requirements. He said his chamber is safe.  Mattson has 
seen the current chamber. Mabe said a large chamber is being built for the new location. He said there 
is no oxygen on site. Mattson will determine the requirements. He said it is a concrete building. Mabe 
said he will consult with pressure-vessel professionals with Mattson as to what is required.  Mabe noted 
that tests will be conducted. Chamber is built at 2.5 atmospheres. 3 to 5 times of operating pressure is 
for testing. Approximately 125 PSI is anticipated. Mabe said he is going to widen the door by 3 inches to 
get the tank into the building. The tank is 15 long by 6 feet high (internal dimensions). The tank is 1/2-
inch steel. He will have it certified to either 3 or 6 atmospheres. Mabe said he might be bringing into the 
building his old tank as well. He said his goal is to have three tanks.  Mabe said the back door will be 
used as an entrance. He added that bathroom needs to be up to code. He said the building is just what 
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he needs and is a good start. Self asked about an air tank. Mabe said it is compressed air, no noise, and 
air is pushed into a receiver tank and the air then runs underground to the building and it feeds into the 
tank at that point.  He said it is certified to 150 PSI. Air compressors are not oil based and they do not 
break down. Mabe said the air compressors will be inside a shed. He said they will be at 48 decibels.  
 
Bachler asked for members of the public to comment.  Self noted a letter from an abutter which 
mentioned a truck driving on his property. Mabe said an elderly licensed plumber was helping him to 
move the oil tank to a better spot. This person drove onto the neighbor’s lawn. Mabe noted a fence is 
fine if he owns the building. Mabe said while they were moving the oil tank, they moved the oil into 
drums and did put the tank back in where it was. He said he would like a better spot for the tank. He 
said if he buys the building, he prefers mini-splits for heat. The oil tank is an above ground tank at the 
moment. Mabe said there was previously a greenhouse on the property and he would reinstate the 
greenhouse should he purchase the property. Self said if there is a condition for putting up a fence as 
part of approval, you would have to do that even if you don’t own the building. Mabe said he would 
prefer not to do that since it would be a $5,000 expense if he doesn’t own the building.  
 
Bachler gave Soskin an opportunity to speak. Self asked Soskin what was purpose of the request for a 
fence; was it for keeping folks off his land. Soskin did not respond at this time. 
 
Johnson asked why he was withdrawing oil from the tank. Mabe said he moved the tank and had to 
remove the oil in order to do so. He said the tank is back inside and will not move it until Code 
Enforcement tells him where to put it. He said he understands the neighbor’s concern since the 
neighbor has a shallow well. Soskin commented via the Chat function that he did not have a microphone 
but he was able to use Chat function. He was asked to type in any question or comment he might have.  
Bachler said oil tanks are regulated by the State of New Hampshire which will be consulted.  Soskin said 
he would like a fence since the applicant is considering using the back door for access. Mabe said he 
would be using the side door where the picnic tables are now. Mabe added he has no intention of 
making the hotdog vendor leave the site.  
 
Self asked for any further comments from the public or Mr. Soskin and there none at this time. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:50 pm 
 
Discussion by Board:  Self said any approval would be contingent on approval by Eric Mattson and the  
Code Enforcement Officer. Johnson said good fences make good neighbors. Johnson said a fence might 
make for comfort level for the neighbor. Sainsbury suggested posting a sign pointing to the nearby 
private property.  
 
Staff recommended that any approval be conditioned on the applicant receiving any Building Permits 
that may be required to occupy the space and that Hyperbaric chamber shall also comply with National 
Fire Protection Association requirements and shall be inspected and approved by the Fire Department 
before operation. Deputy Eric Mattson with the Swanzey Fire Department provided a memo with the 
specific NFPA requirements for hyperbaric facilities (NFPA 99 Health Care Facilities Code – Chapter 14 
Hyperbaric Facilities (2018)).  
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Motion was made by Johnson to approve the request of Joseph Mabe to operate a health and 
fitness consulting business at 766 West Swanzey Road on property shown at Tax Map 72, Lot 56-
1 and located in the Business District on the following conditions: 
1. A sign shall be installed at the rear of the property indicating nearby private property 
2. Building Permits that may be required to occupy the space 
3. Approval by the Fire Department and Code Enforcement Officer 
4. Hyperbaric chamber shall comply with National Fire Protection Association requirements 
5. Hyperbaric chamber shall be inspected and approved by the Fire Department before 

operation.  
There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in favor by 
roll call. Motion passed. 

 
Site plan Review Application #20-010 
Monadnock Land Planning, on behalf of Furlone, LLC, requests a Site Plan Review for the expansion of 
the Airport Storage facility at 251 Old Homestead Highway to include an additional 5 self-storage 
buildings  on property located in the Business District and shown at Tax Map 36, Lot 5. The Board was 
informed that the site is approximately 13 acres in size. The proposed expansion would be located to the 
rear of the existing storage buildings. Also noted was a wetland between the existing facility and the 
expansion area which would be accessed by a span over the wetland with a single drive lane. Security 
fencing is to be extended to include the entire expansion area. 
 
Discussion:  Bachler said Dave Bergeron was on the call. Bachler showed the plan for the changes to the 
site. Bergeron said he has submitted a narrative for hours of operation (24 hours). There is a single 
entrance with card key. Current facility has vacant area to the rear. Bergeron said they have applied to 
New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NH DOT) for additional traffic using existing curb cut. He 
said they have not heard any response from NH DOT as yet but anticipate no problems. Electricity will 
be extended from existing facility, no water or sewer needed. The appearance of the buildings will look 
like the existing buildings. He spoke about a drainage design for the project and a lighting plan.  
 
Self said it looks like the application is complete. Waivers are asked for: landscaping plan, means of 
providing water supply, copy of certification by licensed septic designer, sewer disposal, on-site well 
radius certification. None of these are needed since there is no septic/sewer system or water supply 
planned for the site. It was noted the expansion area would not be visible from Old Homestead 
Highway. 
 

Motion was made by York to grant waiver for landscaping plan, means of providing water 
supply, copy of certification by licensed septic designer, sewer disposal, and on-site well radius 
certification. There was a second by Sainsbury. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
Motion was made by York that the application of Monadnock Land Planning, on behalf of 
Furlone, LLC, for a Site Plan Review for the expansion of the Airport Storage facility at 251 Old 
Homestead Highway to include an additional 5 self-storage buildings  on property located in the 
Business District and shown at Tax Map 36, Lot 5 is complete and ready for public hearing. There 
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was a second to the motion by Johnson and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. 
Motion passed. 
 

Public Hearing opened at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Discussion: Bergeron discussed the site plan, showing the existing storage units and the plan for 
expansion. The area for expansion is to the rear of the property. Bergeron showed the five new 
buildings across the back. They would be tied to the existing buildings with a road crossing over a 
wetland area with one access from State Route 32. This allows for better security, he said. He noted it is 
a 24-hour operation. Access is controlled by gate and users have a key card to enter the property.  
Bergeron spoke about grading, which is sloping toward the rear or west of the property.  Catch basins 
are planned for right side which directs storm water to a pre-treatment area. It is a closed system about 
3 feet deep. It will be used for storm water control. It all runs off toward there now and will continue to 
do so. He said there will be no increase of run-off to abutting properties and run-off will be stored on 
site. 
 
Bergeron said since access is via gate card, information is produced for customers entering and exiting 
the property and they have data from a 3-month period. Each card swipe is 2 vehicle trips. He said 
average now is 8-12 vehicle trips per day and more on the weekends (18 vehicle trips). He said it is 
anticipated that there would be 33 vehicle trips per day during the week and 49 vehicle trips per day on 
the weekend once the expansion is completed. He said the additional units will not generate a lot of 
additional traffic. 
 
Bergeron spoke about lighting. It will be similar to existing. Fixtures are motion controlled on the 
buildings.  No pole mounted lights. Electric will come from the existing facility and be tied into the new 
buildings. He said the plan is to phase in the construction as need arises.  No utilities other than 
electricity.  None in the units, only for security.  Snow storage is around the outside of the buildings. 
There is a gate on north to push snow and another at left corner of the property for snow storage and 
that will be an emergency entrance to the property at that location. The Fire Department will have a key 
to reach the facility through the rear entrance should need arise. Landscaping is around the front of the 
existing buildings, but none will be around the rear building and the rear buildings will not be visible 
from State Route 32. Bergeron spoke about crossing the wetlands and said they are proposing a span 
over the wetlands so that a wetlands permit is not required. Architectural design is to match existing 
buildings. Metal buildings with over head doors.  
 
Self asked for questions or comments. Self asked about paving. Bergeron said paving will occur as 
buildings are constructed. The buildings will be accessed from both sides.  Self asked about the NH DOT 
Driveway Permit  and Bergeron said it because of the increase in traffic.  The curb cut is not changing but 
when there is an increase of traffic coming out to the state highway, NH DOT wants to know that.  The 
permit gets modified. Bergeron noted a shift of the rear building is planned because it was learned it 
originally was on a sewer line so that building will be either shortened or moved.  Bergeron said there 
will be a ditch if needed for a temporary swale to go to the retention area.  Bergeron said they are 
raising the site somewhat. He said they will go over the top of the sewer line, which isn’t very deep at 
that point.  
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Self and Bachler both asked for any member of the public to make comments. Bachler said the 
Conservation Commission wanted to be sure that a storm water management plan would be included, 
which it has, and there would be no impact on the wetland, but they did not have any other concerns. 
 
Self asked for any comments from Board and there were none. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Fire Department requests a knox box for rear gate access since there is a concern for use of the bridge 
for apparatus during winter when snow is present. 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the request of Monadnock Land Planning, on behalf of 
Furlone, LLC, for expansion of the Airport Storage facility at 251 Old Homestead Highway to 
include an additional 5 self-storage buildings on property located in the Business District and 
shown at Tax Map 36, Lot 5 with condition that there be a knox box installed at the rear 
entrance of the facility for Fire Department access and both Code and Fire approval . There was 
a second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. 
Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Letter from Hamshaw Lumber regarding Cheshire Horse Operations 
Bachler said the business has added farm tractors to the approved storage area located at 3 Whittemore 
Farm Road. The letter states that Hamshaw Lumber expects to have no more than 12 tractors between 
3 and 8 Whittemore Farm Road properties at any given time. He said he has no concerns and wanted to 
make sure that Board was aware of the status. 
 
Planning Board Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments Final Review 
Self noted there were no changes from last meeting. Bachler said he reviewed the changes with Town 
Counsel and the amendments are ready to go to public hearing on December 10, 2020. 
 
Bachler said he received a call about off-street parking by registered vehicles in residential properties. 
He said the concern was an excessive number of registered vehicles on properties. There is no petition 
right now, but Bachler said he wanted to raise the issue. Bachler said he has seen examples of limits on 
number of cars that can be parked on a property. Self said the Planning Board has no authority for single 
family residence. Bachler said it would be something in regard to a change in Zoning Ordinance and 
Town vote. Bachler said members of the public can speak at the December 10th public hearing and he 
spoke about how to create a petition amendment.  
 
New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NH DOT) State Route 12 Resurfacing Project 
Self said this is information about what the NH DOT is doing with the project.  
 
Next Meeting:  December 10, 2020 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury. There was a second to the motion by Colby with no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. Adjournment occurred at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary  


